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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Sierra Nevada Red Fox  
The Sierra Nevada Red Fox (SNRF) is an Oregon 
Conservation Strategy species. Beginning in 2012 
Deschutes Wildlife staff have been monitoring 
habitat utilization, den site preferences, home 
range, and species dispersal of SNRF in the east-
central Cascade Mountains.  
 
As part of this work four (4) foxes have been radio 
collared and a number of game cameras placed in 
areas of suspected SNRF activity. 
 
Of the four (4) foxes collared, only one is active 
today. She is active in the Mt. Bachelor area, where 
she will hopefully, have kits this year. From the 
data we have retrieved, we know that these “resort 
foxes” appear to remain in the area surrounding 
Mt. Bachelor, using an area between 12 and 69 
square miles, within an eight (8) mile radius from 
the resort.  
 

 
 

The SNRF have a variety of preferred habitat for 
travel and rest, including stands of mountain 
hemlock in the higher elevations and using basalt 
lava flows, and logs for resting and natal dens. 
Food availability around areas of high human use 
may focus SNRF activity near resorts, and man- 

made trails make travel easier. In lower elevations, 
SNRF have been observed utilizing timber piles 
and marmot holes as den sites in areas surrounded 
by western juniper.  
 
Staff will attempt to collar seven (7) more SNRF 
between now and the end of the 2019. If 
successful, they would like to determine habitat 
connectivity requirements and potential limiting 
factors that may restrict population expansion.  
 
Metolius Youth Angling Pond 
The former Oregon Fish Commission Metolius 
Hatchery site has a new purpose, a pond for youth 
angling. In an area where trout are difficult to 
catch, kids will now have an opportunity to hook 
their first trout. Finishing touches to the 
development are nearly complete. Located along 
Spring Creek in Camp Sherman, just north of 
Black Butte, the newly named “Metolius” Pond 
will be open to the public by the end of June.  
 

 
 

With funding from Restoration & Enhancement 
Board, the transformation began four years ago 
with removal of the crumbling concrete raceways 
and infrastructure. In 2016, the ODFW Dalles 
Screen Shop crew broke ground on the pond. 
Improvements to wildlife habitat included wildlife 
friendly fencing, and planting native shrubs and 
grasses. There is gravel-parking area, including 
ADA parking, vault toilet, picnic tables, and 
volunteer host site. A gravel pathway around the 
pond will provide easy access for anglers.  
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In addition to providing angling opportunities, the 
pond will acclimate chinook smolts before their 
release in Spring Creek. As a trial, smolts were 
acclimated in the pond last March and survival was 
better than expected, more smolts will be 
acclimated next year.  
 
One thing for certain, it is a scenic place, with 
views of Black Butte and surrounding aspens. 
Spring creek flows by with spawning kokanee and 
redband trout. School groups will enjoy using the 
site for fishing fish field trips or to learn about 
stream habitat and kokanee spawning in the creek.  
 
WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 

Partnership for Coastal Watersheds 
Charleston field office’s Chris Claire is an eight-
year member of the Partnership for Coastal 
Watersheds (PCW). The PCW requested that 
ODFW be a member of this team, which is a 
collaborative effort among public and private 
citizens in the Coos Bay area to develop locally 
driven approaches to responsible land 
development and help prepare for climate related 
changes on the south coast.  
 
PCW is currently working with the University of 
Oregon Partnership for Disaster Resilience and 
Coos County Planning Department staff on the 
Coos Estuary Land Use Analysis Project. This 
project provides the county with updated 
information for Coos Bay and the surrounding 
lands including current land ownerships, 
designated land uses, and newly developed GIS 
maps of the natural, social, and economic 
resources of Coos Bay and adjacent communities. 
In 2017 the PCW, South Slough Reserve, and 
Coos County received a $246,000 grant from the 
National Estuarine Research Reserve System’s 
Science Collaborative Program to do this work. 
Data developed through this effort will be directly 
incorporated into the Coos Bay Estuary 
Management Plan (CBEMP), some parts of which 
have not been updated in 40 years. 
On April 25, the PCW presented this information 
at a public meeting and gathered public input. The 
Coos County Planning Department proposes 
updating the CBEMP in the next few years using 
both the data and public input obtained through 
this collaborative process.  

Surfperch Promotion  
Social media coordinator Tim Akimoff worked 
with Robert Bradley, Tillamook District Fish 
Biologist, and Scott Haugen to do a live Facebook 
feed on surfperch fishing.  
The feed was popular with 19,000 views and 
reached 33,591 people. It was intended to provide 
a solid how-to video to complement our two 
surfperch workshops. Many questions were 
answered on proper gear, technique, ocean tide 
timing, and more.  
 
Deer Creek Restoration 
Springfield fish staff conducted rainbow trout 
surveys on Deer Creek, an upper McKenzie River 
tributary with McKenzie River Trust and US 
Forest Service staff. Deer Creek was one of the 
first restoration sites where the US Forest Service 
on the west side of the Cascade Mountains 
implemented the “Stage-0” restoration method. It 
includes removing barriers/berms, aggrading 
channels, and adding large amounts of wood to 
reconnect streams to their floodplain. This process 
results in a stream with greater ecological function, 
more natural hydrologic processes, and greater fish 
production. Staff observed nearly 80 redds in their 
two-mile survey, a large increase from the 30 redds 
per year observed in 2016-17 immediately 
following the restoration work.  
 
Columbian White-tailed Deer Conservation 
Planning  
North Coast and North Willamette District Staff 
attended a three-day Columbian White-tailed Deer 
(CWTD) Conservation Planning Workshop held at 
the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) office in Ridgefield, WA.  
 
ODFW, along with US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), WDFW, Bonneville Power 
Administration, and a few academic members 
involved in the recovery of the CWTD population 
in the Lower Columbia River District Population 
Segment reviewed the ongoing species recovery 
process. Also discussed were the 2013 USFWS 
Five-year Review, DRAFT CWTD Population 
Viability Analysis and DRAFT CWTD Population 
and Habitat Viability Analysis (PHVA).  
 
Staff participated in plenary sessions to develop 
recommendations for new action items aimed at 
species recovery. Additionally, the group identified 
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constraints or obstacles in implementing action 
recommendations. Information gathered at this 
planning workshop will be used to complete a 
PHVA later this year. 

 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 

Wolf Program Featured on Instagram 
ODFW’s wolf biologists provided a behind the 
scenes look at the annual winter wolf count. In a 
series of Instagram posts, including photos and 
videos, wolf biologists provided insight into how 
wolves are counted, the importance of the annual 
count and what the survey tells managers about 
wolf populations in the state. The Instagram 
takeover also provided the opportunity to respond 
to public questions with accurate information 
about wolf management and populations. 
Although there were some negative comments, the 
series was favorably received. Average reach per 
post was 3,500 with an average of 325 likes.  
 

 
 

Premium Hunt Campaign  
More than 58,000 hunters were reminded of the 
opportunity to apply for a Premium Hunt when 
submitting their controlled hunt application. 
Premium Hunt applications cost $8 and provide 
the successful applicant an extended opportunity 
to hunt deer, elk, or antelope. An email was sent to 
individuals that had applied for controlled hunt in 
the past, but had not yet submitted their controlled 
hunt application. Of the 58,000 recipients, nearly 
half (48%) opened the email and more than 4,700 
(8.5%) clicked on the link to the license sales site. 
It is difficult to tell exactly how many email 
recipients went on to purchase a Premium Hunt 

application, but there was a noticeable increase in 
sales immediately after the email was sent. For 
week of April 27-May 3, sales of Premium Hunt 
tags were up by 1,123 over the previous year 
(+24%.) 
 
Crabs and Hummingbirds Go Viral 
“All moms love to see their kids growing up and 
settling down” was the lead in to a video of 
recently settled juvenile Dungeness Crabs on a 
mudflat near Coos Bay. The Mother’s Day 
Facebook post went on to provide background on 
crab biology, current research, fisheries 
management, and the economic importance of 
commercial and recreational crabbing. The post 
reached nearly 14,000 people and nearly 7,000 
viewed the video. 
 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

 
 

Oregon State Police Fish and Wildlife (OSP F&W) 
troopers contacted a boat in the evening as it came 
back into the Hammond Marina from fishing for 
bottom fish at the South Jetty. There were four 
people onboard. After counting the fish in the 
cooler, the trooper found that they were one black 
rockfish over their limit. 
  
A consent search of the boat revealed 53 
additional fish hidden in a tote, including one 
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undersize lingcod and one Cabezon. One of the 
subjects was cited and released criminally for 
Exceed the Daily Limit of Black Rockfish, Exceed the 
Daily Limit of Lingcod, Unlawful Taking Undersize 
Lingcod, and Unlawful Take of a Cabezon during Closed 
Season. The other three subjects were all criminally 
cited for Exceeding the Daily Limit of Black Rockfish 
and released. Troopers donated the 54 fish seized 
to the food bank. 
 

 
 

Newport area Fish and Wildlife troopers 
conducted a Guardian Patrol from Newport to 
Astoria focusing on the Marine Reserves. Out of 
the three reserves patrolled, three commercial crab 
pots were found and seized in the Cape Falcon 
Reserve.  
 

 
 

OSP F&W troopers conducted a shore patrol of 
marine fish anglers at a remote beach location near 
Brookings. The trooper contacted a subject, who 
had been angling via kayak. Initially the subject 
told the trooper he retained his limit of lingcod. 
He then removed two lingcod from a cooler but 
quickly closed the lid. When the trooper asked if 
he caught anything else he said he did not. The 
trooper gained consent to search a gear bag that 

was also in the cooler. Investigation revealed the 
subject had concealed two additional lingcod in his 
gear bag. The subject admitted to hiding the fish 
because he knew the limit was two. The subject 
was cited for Exceeding the Daily Limit of Fish- 
Lingcod and released. The two lingcod seized were 
donated to a local mission. 
 

 

 

In early March of this year, OSP F&W Troopers 
executed a search warrant in Benton County near 
the city of Adair. The search resulted in the seizure 
of multiple deer and elk antlers, a shoulder mount 
of a bighorn sheep and a compound bow. The 
investigation started when OSP received 
information that two bull elk were killed on the 
same day, by the same individual, during the 2016 
Archery Season. As a result of the search warrant, 
a 32 year old Benton County man was charged 
with 11 counts of unlawful possession of buck deer antlers, 
three (3) counts of unlawful possession of elk antlers; 
lend/borrow elk tag, no written record of big game tag, 
exceeding bag limit, unlawful take bull elk, and tampering 
with physical evidence.  
 

 

 

Fish and Wildlife troopers conducted an ATV 
patrol covering nearly 50 miles. The purpose of 
the patrol was to check some well-known 
archeological sites for illegal disturbances and 
investigate an illegal water diversion. No signs or 
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disturbance was located. The ATV patrol allowed 
access to some of the most remote and rough 
areas in Lake County where a petroglyph has been 
reconstructed after vandals nearly destroyed it. 
 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

Bureau of Land Management Awards Ontario 
Aquatic Invasive Species Technicians 
The Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) Vale 
District fire management staff presented 
certificates of appreciation to ODFW’s Nathan 
Richey and Rod Willet, Ontario aquatic invasive 
species technicians, for their partnership to keep 
public lands sustainable. While conducting boat 
inspections, Nathan and Rod distribute fire safety 
and prevention information for the BLM, and give 
boat owners who successfully pass the inspection a 
small prize courtesy of BLM Vale District. 
 
Al Crouch, fire mitigation and education specialist 
for the BLM Vale District said ODFW and BLM 
have the same commitment to manage and protect 
our state and country’s natural resources. Crouch 
expressed his appreciation for ODFW’s Aquatic 
Invasive Species Prevention Program and for 
Nathan and Rod’s partnership. 
 

 
 

New Western Pond Turtle Survey Protocols 
Biologists with ODFW’s Conservation Program, 
BLM, U.S. Forest Service, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), Army Corps of Engineers, and 
an Umpqua Community College instructor 
attended the training in Central Point on a new 
Western Pond Turtle (WPT) survey protocol. 
More trainings are planned with conservation 
partners in Portland and Eugene. 

A subcommittee of the Oregon Native Turtle 
Working Group developed a standardized WPT 
occupancy survey protocol as part of a 
Competitive State Wildlife Grant through the 
USFWS. ODFW contracted with the Samara 
Group, led by Leslie Bliss-Ketchum, to coordinate 
the survey effort for the next three years. 
 

  
 

Now, all conservation partners will use the same 
techniques to collect occupancy, distribution, and 
habitat information in randomly selected historical 
and modeled habitat using a “cog” sampling 
design system developed by Arty Rodriguez. 
 
Cogs are made up of seven one-square-mile 
hexagons and serve as the assessment units for the 
survey. Cogs are classified as either “historical”, 
meaning they contain known historical WPT 
occurrences, or “modeled”, having modeled good 
WPT habitat. The goal for 2018 is for biologists to 
survey 40 historical cogs and 40-modeled cogs 
looking for WPT to determine distribution and site 
occupancy across the range of the WPT in 
Oregon.  
 
Conservation Celebration 
ODFW helped sponsor the Willamette Partnership 
and Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde’s 
event, “Celebrating Conservation on Farms, 
Forests, and Ranches” in May. The event 
celebrates partnerships and conservation successes 
over the past year.  
 
The event has tables themed around Oregon’s 
various habitat types with food created from 
ingredients found in those habitats. ODFW 
sponsored a “grasslands” table and created a 
poster to highlight various conservation projects 
completed within grasslands over the past year. 
Highlights include working with ranchers to 
restore native grasses on the Columbia Plateau, 
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and working with farmers and other partners to 
protect Willamette Valley prairie to improve 
habitat for streaked horned lark, Fender’s blue 
butterfly and other rare species. 
 
Federal and state natural resource and 
conservation agencies and partners attend the 
invitation-only event.  
 
MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 
 

Oregon Nearshore Strategy Progress Report: 
Recommendation #6, Fishery Independent 
Surveys  
Sustainable management of a harvested species 
depends on knowing both how many are being 
harvested, as well as the size of the population the 
harvest is coming from. For wild fisheries, Fishery 
Independent Surveys (FIS) give us information 
about the size of the wild population, as obtained 
from sources other than the harvest itself. The 
Marine Resources Program (MRP) has been 
developing and conducting surveys of fish and 
shellfish species for decades and several recent 
projects are highlighted here. Recent program 
emphasis on FIS, as also reflected in 
Recommendation #6 of the Oregon Nearshore 
Strategy, has led to breakthroughs in our 
understanding of how nearshore and estuary 
systems work and has informed management 
decisions to strengthen the sustainability of the 
resources in our care. 
 
In the ocean, the Marine Fisheries Research team 
is currently combining acoustic and a suspended 
drop-stereo camera system to assess the ability of 
these tools to measure the biomass of midwater 
rockfish at rocky reef areas along out coast. There 
are multiple species in this group including Blue, 
Black, and Deacon Rockfish, all of which are 
favorite target species for sport fishermen. Because 
they live above rocky reef areas, the federal annual 
West Coast trawl survey that estimates rockfish 
biomass, misses these important nearshore species, 
and does not do a good job of estimating 
population size.  
 
The acoustic survey provides biomass estimates of 
all fish species in aggregate and the pelagic drop-
camera system provides information on species 
composition of that aggregation, as well as fish 

lengths which are important for estimating the 
abundance of fishes within the biomass. Acoustics 
are being used in combination with MRP’s 
remotely operated vehicle (ROV), a key tool of 
MRP’s Habitat team, to count fish in the acoustic 
“dead zone” (i.e., near the bottom) where 
acoustics are not effective at detecting rockfish. 
Black Rockfish, Blue Rockfish, and Deacon 
Rockfish are Strategy Species. This work is funded 
in part by a Saltonstall-Kennedy Grant from 
NOAA Fisheries awarded to MRP in 2017.  
 

 

 
 

Echogram from acoustic survey (above) and dual perspective 
images taken with the pelagic drop-stereo camera system 
showing a mix of Black and Deacon Rockfish and the size 
data (below). 
 
MRP’s Shellfish Program has been assessing red 
sea urchin populations to determine the spatial 
variability in their population structure (sizes) and 
rates of recruitment. The study area for the urchin 
surveys is Oregon’s southern coast, where rocky 
reefs are abundant and extensive. These reefs 
support kelp forests that are the primary forage of 
urchins. Around Port Orford, there are multiple 
reef areas that have been studied including Orford 
Reef, Redfish Rocks Marine Reserve and off 
Humbug Mountain. Commercial SCUBA divers 
survey the sites, counting and measuring urchins to 
get density and size information. Urchin densities 
were higher at Orford Reef than at Redfish Rocks 
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Marine Reserve, and lowest off Humbug 
Mountain.  
 
The size structure of the urchin populations at 
Redfish Rocks and off Humbug Mountain both 
had three peaks in the distribution that included 
small, intermediate sized and large urchins. These 
results indicate a substantial recent recruitment 
event and good survival and growth. In contrast, 
intermediate-sized urchins dominated at Orford 
Reef indicating good growth and survival of 
urchins that had previously settled and recruited 
on that reef, but no detectable recent recruitment. 
The differences in density and size structure at 
these surveyed reefs will continue to be tracked 
over time and will be important to inform future 
harvest levels and management of this species. The 
Red Sea Urchin is a Strategy Species and this work 
was partially funded by a State Wildlife Grant. 
 
In the estuaries, two projects have focused on 
Pacific Herring and shellfish (bay clams and mud 
shrimp). Pacific Herring is a desirable fishery 
species, due to the value of the roe. Each year, 
Herring enter Newport’s Yaquina Bay to spawn on 
rocks and algae in the bay. The spawning 
population is assessed each year with acoustics, in 
real time. This is a marked improvement in the 
previous population assessment process, which 
relied on spawned egg surveys in the intertidal 
setting the fishery quota for the following year. 
Unfortunately, the previous year’s spawning 
biomass estimates are not a good prediction for 
fish abundance the following year. Now the 
spawning biomass is determined in near real-time 
and the fishery quota is set for the current year 
based on the assessment of herring currently in the 
bay.  
 
On the shellfish side, staff investigated the use of 
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS), aka drones, to 
assess shellfish resources in the tideflats. With 
funding assistance from a State Wildlife Grant, 
MRP purchased two UAS for testing, and staff 
trained to become Federal Aviation 
Administration certified remote pilots. Pilot 
studies were conducted in Netarts and Alsea bays 
to maximize the methodologies for determining 
populations of bay clams and mud shrimp in 
different habitats, as well as bathymetric maps of 
the survey areas. From the drone imagery, MRP 
Shellfish and Estuarine Assessment of Coastal 

Oregon (SEACOR) project-staff were able to 
identify and count the number of burrows 
associated with five different species of bay clams 
and two species of burrowing shrimp and to 
estimate the spatial coverage of eelgrass and 
macro-algae beds. SEACOR staff can now survey 
very soft mudflat areas that were difficult and/or 
unsafe to survey previously. Although UAS 
surveys cannot fully replace more traditional 
methods for assessing shellfish resources in 
Oregon’s estuaries (foot surveys), when combined 
with habitat suitability modeling these new UAS 
survey techniques will allow both greater spatial 
coverage and sampling frequency that provide a 
record of changes over time. 
 
Overall, these examples of Fishery Independent 
Surveys provide MRP information about the 
marine and estuarine ecosystems, as well as about 
the full population sizes of some of Oregonian’s 
favorite harvested marine species.  
 

 
 

Enumeration of Butter Clam and Gaper Clam burrow 
shows within a ground-truth quadrat using a geo-referenced 
composite image (orthomosaic) generated from photos taken 
during a UAS survey. 
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